“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind” Luke 4:18
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Hello Everyone,
A Story from the Ranch
[image: image3.jpg]


At the end of winter horses lose their thick coats to grow a much lighter coat for the summer. As one of the children was grooming Emma with a circular rubber brush, she discovered that the hair could be peeled off the brush and remained in a circular shape with many holes. “It’s a dream catcher!” the child exclaimed and then proceeded to hang it from a hook next to the horses stable. God spoke to me through this as a prophetic picture: the ranch is to be a place where children’s imagination can be free and broken hearts will dream again. 

I am seeing this happen already and know there is much more to come!
1st summer on the ranch 
I have had a steady flow of visitors to the ranch: children, family, friends, and people just wanting to see what I do and what they can do to help. One thing several visitors have noticed is the peace at the ranch.  It’s more than just being in the countryside with only a few houses surrounding, there is also a supernatural peace that people are noticing and enjoying.
The owners hosted a church fun day at their house again last month. Many of the children from the day came down to the ranch. It was great to see the ranch buzzing with activity again and I wish I could better put those times into words. It is wonderful to see that the ranch can be a place of peace, a place of fun and laughter and a place of healing. It is a safe environment where children can be themselves, enjoy the outdoors, learn to care for others and have lots of fun! During the hive of activity is when I dream of the times ahead where the ranch will buzz with activity on a regular basis.
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Further development

I now have a fenced-in concrete yard with a mains water tap, making many jobs much easier and providing a safer area to work with horses and children. I have also recently acquired insurance, including public liability, giving me freedom to approach more families from varying backgrounds. Even in sorting these things the blessing and favour of God has been so evident.
I am also in the process of building a website. A friend has helped me to get a basic template online; I am now working on learning my way around and updating and improving it.  www.fathersheartyouthranch.co.uk 
Rubber matting is due to be delivered today. I got a really good deal on it and the company I bought it from put their prices up the day after I ordered! 
Current needs
· Additional finances for winter rugs to be washed approx. £120 (~$240)

· Partitioning to create WC and possibly office area
· Riding boots for children to borrow (price varies greatly & second hand would be wonderful too) 
· Feed and bedding for the winter (prices of bedding are increasing; it would be much more cost effective to buy in bulk)

On average it costs about £150 (~$300) per month just to cover the day to day care of the two horses. 
If you would like to donate to meet any of these specific needs, or give a general donation to be spent where needed, please send cheques to.
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I find it hard to believe that my first summer on the ranch is drawing to a close and the horses’ winter coats are growing again already. Each new season highlights different things that need dealing with and I am learning how best to manage the land, buildings and equipment. God is teaching me much about Himself as I face different challenges and embrace each exciting step forward. 

Sorry for the long gap between newsletters this time, I will try to make them a little more frequent again. Thank you so much to those of you who continue to support the ranch in finances, prayer and encouragement. Please know that you are part of an amazing work of God and that many lives are and will be touched. I am enjoying each small step and excited for the bigger steps to come. 
Every Blessing,
Katie
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